Chard Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (e)

The audit of accounts for Chard Town Council for the year ended 31 March
2025 has been completed and the accounts have been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local
government elector of the area of Chard Town Council on application to:

Vi | r hief iv
The Guildhall
Fore Street
Chard TA20 1PP

Monday -Friday 10am-3pm

Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on
payment of £ (c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

David Bell Town Clerk & Chief Executive

30/09/2025

Notes

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3 of
the AGAR must be published by 30
September. This must include
publication on the smaller
authority’s website. The smaller
authority must decide how long to
publish the Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) Insertthe name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b) Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c) Insertareasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insertthe name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) Insertthe date of placing of the
notice

www.pkf-l.com
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We acknowledge as the mermbers of:

Chard Town Council

our responsibility for ensuring thal there iz a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements, We canlirrn, 1o the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that
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Section 2 - Accownting Statemearts 2024125 for

Chard Town Council

| It

1

N QIR

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves al the boginning of the yaar
forward 533,597 678,479| as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree io
. rBox 7 of provious year.
2, (+) Pracept or Rates and Total amounl of precept (or for IDBs ralcs and lawes)
Levles 775,334 1,151,765/ received or receivanis in the year. Exclude any grants
______ . ) B raootvod -
3. (+) Total other recesipts Total i income or m:mpls as rocolded in the cashbook less
138,741 123,7°19)] the precept or ratesAevies received (line 2). Inchude any
R S — = 5 . | grants recoived.
4. (-) Stafl costs Total expenditure or pnymon(s mado Io andon behall
of all employses. Include gross salaries and wages,
452,384 492,538 amployars NI contribulions, employers pension
o o a ! conmbuuons , gratuifies and severance payments.
%, (=) Loan Interest/capital Total axpemmum or paymenls of capdal and interest
repayments 0 0| made during the year on the authority's borrowings {if any).
6. {-) Al other payments | Totat expenditura or payments as recorded in the cash-
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T — 1 | repayments (line 5).
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9. To(al ﬂxed assels plus The value of all the properly Ihe a(ﬂhonly owns — itis m; made
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Signed by Responsible Financlal Offlcer before being

authority for approval
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Annual Governance and Accounlabllﬂy Return 2024/25 Form 3

| cerlify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 he Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prapared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis fallowing the guidance in
Governance and Accountabllity for Smaller Authorities — a
Practilioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

The Council, as a body corporale, acls as sole trustee -:md
ts respon.ubb for manugmg Tmsl funds or asemb

The I;gums in the accounting slalemenls abova
| exclule any Trust knometions.

1 confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authorily on this date:

23/06/2025

as recorded in minute reference.
2025/64 ii

Signed by Chair ot the meeling where the Accounting
Slatements
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25
In respect of Chard Town Council- SO0057

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/quidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
- confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Section 1, Assertion 5 has been incorrectly completed. Information received from the smaller authority highlights that risk management
arrangements were not reviewed and approved by the authority as a whole during the year. As a result, this assertion should have been
answered ‘No’. This is consistent with the Internal Auditor’s response to Internal Control Objective C.

Section 1, Assertion 2 has been incorrectly completed, as the authority did not approve payments schedules including salaries during 2024/25.
This is consistent with the Internal Auditor’s response to Internal Control Objectives B and G.

In addition to the reasons given for non-compliance with Assertion 2 above, the smaller authority has restated its fixed assets to zero for both
the current and prior year. This is due to uncertainty around the ownership of certain assets and the authority is currently working to produce
an accurate fixed asset register. The authority should ensure that the corrected values for fixed assets are included in Box 9 of the 2025/26 AGAR
for both 2025/26 and 2024/25.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance Assertions in Section 1, Boxes 4 and 7, but it has provided the
appointed auditor with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses identified. This
is consistent with the internal auditor’s response to ICO M.

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature p“-ﬁ Z_Aﬁ Lﬂ'_jb/’;’\ ! , (‘_) Date 26/09/2025
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